

ADOPTED 12/10/13


Introduced by Council Member Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2013-781-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE JOHNSON FAMILY YMCA ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 65TH ANNIVERSARY AND ITS 50TH YEAR AT THE CURRENT LOCATION ON CLEVELAND ROAD; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 1948 a “Colored YMCA Branch” was organized in Jacksonville after years of planning and preparation to serve the athletic and social needs of Jacksonville’s young African-American men, and the branch was operated solely by Jessie E Word who had organized and operated the Gray-Y, Junior Hi-Y and Senior Hi-Y clubs in the county’s African-American schools; and


WHEREAS, in 1957, YMCA officials received permission from the widow of the late James Weldon Johnson to attach the name of the great author, educator, composer and civil rights advocate to this YMCA branch, which eventually operated in four different locations while serving the youth of Brooklyn, Mixon Town and Davis Street with sports programming and summer programs and summer employment opportunities; and


WHEREAS, in 1963, Thomas Hargrave, then the Executive Director of the branch, purchased 4.6 acres of land on Cleveland Road for construction of the current James Weldon Johnson YMCA where it continues in operation to this day, serving the community with outstanding programming; and 


WHEREAS, in 2003 a $1.3 million addition, remodeling and renovation project occurred to provide the branch with a new Teen Center, full service locker room facility, updated wellness center with the latest equipment, two aerobic studios, a new child watch area, renovated gymnasium and administrative offices and new parking; and


WHEREAS, today the James Weldon Johnson YMCA is busier than ever providing facilities and programming for health and wellness, for education and brighter futures, and resources for persons with disabilities and for the less fortunate in our community, and is a valuable partner with other non-profits, churches, civic organizations and businesses who all share a common interest in and dedication to improving the lives of everyone in the community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Johnson Family YMCA on the occasion of the 65th anniversary of its founding and the 50th anniversary of its facility on Cleveland Road, and extends to the administration, staff, members and program participants of the Johnson Family YMCA its very best wishes for many more years of outstanding success.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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